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Abstract

This study examines the use of simile markers in Natrinai, one of the anthologies of the Ettuthokai corpus in
Sangam literature. Natrinai is distinguished by its refined portrayal of love-related emotions, human experiences,
and natural settings. The study is grounded in the grammatical principles of simile presented in Tolkappiyam and
the grammatical tradition of Nannul. A qualitative research approach, supported by descriptive textual analysis,
was employed. From the 400 poems contained in Natrinai, nine poems, namely Poems 39, 84, 85, 167, 204,
252, 253, 264, and 393, were selected through purposive sampling. Ten simile markers—anna, pola, puraiyum,
purai, oppin, €yppa, katuppa, maru/, €r, and in—were identified as the primary research data. The selected poetic
lines were analysed according to their comparative objects, subjects of comparison, contextual meanings, and
corresponding categories of simile. The findings reveal that these markers are used to describe the heroine’s
beauty, physical features, guarded condition, emotional changes caused by separation, and various aspects of
natural imagery. The analysis further indicates that the identified markers are associated with the categories of
mey, uru, and payan, and contribute significantly to the visual, emotional, and aesthetic qualities of the poems.
Thus, simile markers in Natrinai function not merely as grammatical elements but also as important literary
devices that enhance meaning, imagery, and emotional depth. The study also demonstrates the close relationship
between classical Tamil grammatical traditions and the artistic expression found in Sangam poetry.
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