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Abstract

Among the Sangam literary works, Manimekalai is regarded as a distinguished epic that continues to receive
recognition and attention to this day. Centered on the Buddhist philosophy of compassion and humanity, the epic
bears the name of its female protagonist. This literary work consists of a total of thirty cantos and was composed
by the poet Madurai Koolavanigar Seethalai Saathanar. From the time of the ancient Tamils until the present day,
Manimekalai has remained an imperishable epic, portraying themes such as the suffering caused by hunger, the act
of relieving such suffering, humanitarian values emphasized through virtuous deeds, and the idea that humanity
is rooted in love. Furthermore, the epic highlights various moral principles that aim to eradicate ignorance, shape
a faultless society, and establish close relevance to contemporary ways of life. The objective of this study is to
identify and analyse the use of Uyiralabedai (vowel prosodic elongation) found in the cantos of Manimekalai. This
study adopts a qualitative research approach. A significant use of Uyiralabedai can be observed throughout the
epic and the first five cantos of Manimekalai have been identified and analysed.

Keywords: Manimekalai, canto, use of Uyiralabedai.
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