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Abstract

The Ettuthokai anthologies of Sangam literature are among the finest works that illustrate the
lifestyle practices of ancient Tamils. Of these, Akananuru is particularly noteworthy for its poetic
portrayal of inner (akam) themes. This anthology, comprising 400 poems ranging from 13 to
31 lines, was compiled by Upoorikudi Kizhar Makanar Rudhira Sanman. The collection not only
reflects the emotional and personal expressions of the ancient Tamils but also encapsulates
their pride, virtues, ethics, prosperity, culture, and various life values. The objective of this study
is to identify and analyze the uyiralapedaigal (emotive metaphors or life-infused expressions)
found in Akananuru poems. This is a culturally grounded analysis. The use of uyiralapedaigal is
prevalent throughout the anthology and serves both rhythmic and expressive purposes. For
this research, the uyiralapedaigal found in poems 1 to 40 of Akananuru have been identified and
examined.
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