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Abstract

This study examines the plight of widows in Malaysian Tamil folk songs, analyzing their social
oppression and cultural restrictions. Using Thandayutham’s collection of Malaysian Tamil folk
songs as the primary source, ten songs were analyzed to understand the widow’s experience.
The research reveals several key findings: widows undergo thaali (sacred thread) removal
ceremonies, face restrictions on wearing turmeric, are prohibited from wearing silk sarees and
ornaments, experience limitations in nutritious food consumption, and develop suicidal tendencies
due to overwhelming grief. These folk songs portray widows as victims of rigid social structures
and emotional trauma. The study highlights how traditional Hindu cultural practices systematically
marginalize widows through various ritual restrictions that strip them of their femininity and
social status. The findings demonstrate that Malaysian Tamil folk songs serve as important
cultural documents that reflect the harsh realities faced by widows in traditional Indian society,
emphasizing the need for social reform.
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@g)uﬁ]a'ﬂ STTETIONS  Hewrelener  QPHG 6L ClemTas6T 6ﬁ]g;6ms>.| SIVVG|  MSLDGILIGTIT
eTsm@J &mw&&uu@aﬁ]mmmu (Bhaksi, 2024). QBgI& STFSFTTLD UMTLUFIWLTES QeIfSmeTs
SMPSSLLL L af&eTass SHEISIng (Priyadarshini & Pande, 2021). &gl (hoeoeorsl, &eps
0GB 61, LeoTUTL(h BLOISMSS6M, LTTOUFIW BDL (P DES6T 16060 ClFWeLT(HEB6T 6556meudemer
ST AL SSUWODSEHES B -LbGSSIUCHT(H, SiuTseilear ampsmBmWE FamollsssTs
Lorrg)gjjaélscrrpgj (Subapradha & Subramaniam, 2022). aﬁ]g;emsuassﬁ @m@un& TEmEuTL ©)LI6TOT S 6M6TTL
@urmev mrrgpsug;m@ SIS SLIL(HELSIVEME. SIEUTSH6T GlEUETENET ML SH6T VLS LL_melgemeTT
GUTLDIBIT6IT @p@guu) Siemilgen, SHTedlemws as@g;g‘,]efﬂ@g;gj b&d dlphgo Cumarn SHsss5mSS
sTL(p&larm FLRGSmeT CumlsmsTem Fipss55me0 THFLULTTSSLILHSE @ ey (Bajaj, 2023;
Pooja & Sofia, 2023; Rai, 2021). Guweyb, W& OGeuelinlu Bpsdemear pemLgemer WL (HGLW
Si6wllb gl C\GBT6T6T Si6UTT 6T &@Jmé]éa&ﬂu@su@g;rr@ TGOS Gl SI6VRIGTITHISEM6TEF @&Li.lgj
Q&mesm SgiwglaEsiLauglosms (Kanna, 2023). QeanGmr(, iuTSEsT 6lgmeudsen A0S
MSDOILEITEET  6TOTLMS Leranid  OeusfllLemL wWressds ST (heudnHeETEd SV IS S6V,
SUEMETTLIEVSEMET 2_6ML_& 01FMIF6V, pLITETRIGEMET LB 6(hge CUTRTD &L MIGSEHLW @muasaﬂsvr
Bg deflssiubdlarmer. Qe clgmeaseilar GlLaalusms ©HHE @&u.lsuamg; (PSEOTEMLO
Crraaswrss Osmam(bamenGasr(h, Fipssdar Ugbmowldmhg  Saursmer  OsusfGwmn
SIUTE6MeT ST S ESWMHDSMET  BmOBINSSHmesS ST CrréEsmssmmess
Q&rew(hemengl (Priyadarshini & Pande, 2021). wGa&lws sulp BIL(BUUDL LTL60&sleysiern
slgmaseEpn Cunan PHlwamn S SSWMDSEHSS UL L aufsenmesGa smLL LU (heTemery.
8BS Plle] QoM (PPMDUTE HTTUS DS
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QBsE Fpsd smelemw euemluD, &, wEPFH Y SwaunCmmlH Q@Losom& FL_Mmigleor
QaupMmws sT(helarm Hlararorss SmHEGSaTng. Goain, STl 6arugl s serler
searMmameals &L (heuCsm(h aurseaflemuilomsar @@musSsL GurpliLeiamaun ST (helng.
QanCor(h, wWMDYSLTE QM SEUTAUMSES Wwanarelular Waemem ASHSTTSmSWD  Smedl
yeooliu(hssieu@a(h wememels@s Semeusilear Hevealar g &mess Couatrqw 6l&anssmauwn
SiTuueniilemuwn g sT(p&lngl (Gowda, 2018). eTerGou, semraueafler QDUADGL W6eT 6
OWwemTeroTenTeeT LDem6TTE 6T SSDemW QWHG bSmeT TOTLMmSS ST (heuSNETHS Smedl
b&SULGSMS. Qegl Aafsmensd Sl Bmns&s sereafle aw Goburl Gumblsmsmer
Quers G arsalomLCu goubsd dbhsdng (Watson, 2018).

wGFws s BT (HUyDLUTLc&6TaneTer  Grswr(y UL e0&sT  Gluswrssler  smedl
b&GD FLEMSSE ST (helermer.
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SHHBCHT FibokhCom
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B&sULGD GLmos ST (halarmear. QFFLmEG AlafssilmCu OFmolomearm SaTLSms
FOUbSSWeTememg laufseflear GlEmpuweTUT(heEsT ST (helearmer. @Qbs &rswrly LTl 605eEnHEw
SIUTSE6T6T TN FlpEd SSS BRIGSMUMSWD, S SieuFsememnCu 6] pubsslwsTem
2 emelwey FHwmen LUTSIMHUWLD AFFSMSWD ST (Hh&laTmer. LG, Sl(HLETOTeT GILTSEhSEESS
STeller PSFWSFluSMmSSE ST (Hh M I.

IDEHFAT LY, drGH60

QBSIWL LeTUTL lg60 WEHSF6T 6TTUG Laflgomer @ mi&aL OUT@heTTGL. UmFbUfiwbnmsL
OWIETTSE6TT, ) Tn O SAHLWTEMDTSS GSeTNILSDS WPOTLTSS ShGE6TeT 2 L6, s, SHTalluled
Lo@&anenu Qafleis Q&meTouG) S SDTSLD (Vijayasankar & Kaliaperumal, 2023; Obeta et al., 2023).
SOV, HETeUT QMBS NG NPmeusEsT Eh&F6T L, Feudledm bl g;am_& Q&u_lu_luu@aélscr,rpamj
Lndlurs, sewreefler @@1515 6=I_I'le@6561ﬂ60T Gurgl CUETSEHSS WEhFT LElLbh&Emg (Smith,
2012). oipar UG, AeuFH6T Sieueurn O\FwUW SiEInSlssLL(bhaudleme.

wGFws B BT (bUypLUTLS6fld QBss SL_(buumbh @@ Um0 2 (HausTsds
STLL LU (h6Temg).
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sTerm LUTL60 wGFWE CamLlL Lypmseie wWwembwrs OGlasTamemts C&mausd LTmisHES
werurs QnSunsg UL (he Came imilbg GlEsmearL @ Gluemamilar SIWTSmes ST (helms.
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LLlguD SR&meT mREfSSE OlEmamaudldmbgl alssluL(bsmememaun S (Helermer.
LBIIWE FpsD, TSN MFSMET L SSUSDITHOD, 6NSHMeuE6T ST 6 erflet
umelwey 2 emTfeSmeTS SbHULSHSTHAD LTy LFGLOWD QUTMIHSmT  S6wflb gl
O&meTemayd FML&F C\FWGeTensTsan Fnplubheng (Paul & Das, 2023; Khan & Shah, 2024).
Grewr(h Um0 auflaeT QemgE S (Heblermer.
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28z, Fasdle Ouemssilear aTar Qbss S Lmwbld ddseEnd arseafmGw e
SWPS3LIsL LUFhSTenmswnd g Ogsflaures sl (hEng.
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FW SIVHSTIREMNE SLBS QbIHU dFmeasst osmear 2 coe GuUTaTD  SigLiLemL
CameausmeTll GupuSlan Fasnsmer HTCETEGH ey (Verma et al., 2023). QbGIL
urgouflun 60gemeussT 2 e Emens Sreot(halearmn GlumaTwb, L, 2 (HemeTs SIpmIE ST,
2MIET  6UMEBHET, QmmFS Gumernm 2 ST ThSSHE O\ETETNS Sl TGl 6T
auelwmIs SIS g (Loomba, 2023). Ged, SESEHMLW LITEAW 2 emrje sHemens &L (HLLTL Lq60
UGS (HSS aTseT pmlw Qrewrly Ceuemer 2 emreysemen WL (HGW 6T(HSGIS GlameTsm Geusmor(ho
sTereyd SmUUpSmg (Dave, 2020; Khan & Shah, 2024). &g Gumerm 2 ewreler L5gmeo
sLpuurCeL @®m wémdws Bl BT (HUyDLIUTL O &TL(H& DG
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